
Facelift Edition 
 

September is Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, guide 

dog month, the onset of the LCI Membership Challenge, 

back to school, and a plethora of other worthy causes to 

celebrate. Most exciting to your District 10 Lions News 

Team is the facelift our newsletter has endured. You will 

find an easier to read font, larger print, block paragraphs, 

and an overall cleaner look! Let us know how you like it, 

and how we can make this newsletter an email you look 

forward to opening every month! 

 

In this issue, we celebrate the St. Ignace Lions Club’s 90th 

Charter Anniversary, Farmer Finley shares tips on your 

fall harvest, view photos from the USA Canada Leadership 

Forum in Memphis, and Lion Chris shares with you a 

huge project taken on by the Ishpeming Lions to benefit a 

local family experiencing childhood cancer.  

 

LCI rolls out its Service Travel program. Find an exciting 

new way to highlight your next vacation or invite 

international Lions to serve right here in the U.P! 

 

Our district Governor shares “Service in Motion” by 

highlighting Lions “Summer of Service” activities. Please 

send our Governor your club service activities and get 

your club in his showcase next month! 

 

Enjoy! 



Spotlight of Service 
 
District 10 is powered by service! What a month of service we 

had across District 10! From the Marquette County Fair, U.P. 

State Fair, Bark River Races and Ore to Shore, to Childhood 

Cancer Awareness Month, garage sales, community projects 

and so much more, Lions across our district have been out 

doing what Lions do best… SERVING! 

 

As District Governor, I am so proud of the incredible amount 

of service happening throughout our U.P. communities. Every 

project may look different, but they all have something in 

common: Lions seeing a need and stepping forward to help. 

 

I also had the great fortune of visiting the St. Ignace Lions 

Club as they celebrated an incredible 90 years of service. 

Ninety years! Think about the generations of Lions, countless 

volunteer hours and lives touched through nine decades of 

serving their community. That is something worth celebrating. 

 

I continue to believe that growth works best when we lead 

with service. When people see Lions working together, having 

fun, and making a real difference, people see an organization 

they want to be part of.  

 

“Where there’s a need, there’s a Lion.” And across District 10, 

that is SERVICE IN MOTION! 

 

Lion Gary Perala 

D 10 District Governor 

Member Marquette Arts, Music, and Wellness Lions Club 



Greetings Lions! It’s September and all the 

work you’ve done to grow food is finally 

showing results. Tomatoes are ripening, though 

slow this year. Squash is getting there, lots of 

greens and beans are being harvested. 

U.P. Zen Gardening: Lion Steve 

The big question I get all the time is when 

do I harvest . . . anything! Tomatoes are 

easy, unless as we do, we raise less common 

varieties that are yellow, orange or even 

black. They are less obvious but color and 

softness are good indicators. Pulling them 

from the stem with ease is another.  

We grow watermelons and melons. 

My favorite is Blacktail Mountain 

Watermelon. It can get to 14 inches 

in diameter. It’ ripe when the usual 

pattern of color fades to a very dark 

green exterior as in the picture 

where I’m pointing to a 

watermelon. The surprise is, it is 

cut up and put into a container. The 

sweetness actually increases 

overnight in the container! 

Another indicator is the connecting vine on watermelon, melon 

and squash begins to brown. Also, by checking the bottom, a 

light patch is evident on the ground side. If the stem can be 



snapped off (leave some stem) or 

easily cut off, it too indicates 

ripeness. Also, here in the UP, the 

seed envelope may indicate 90 days 

but always go at least ten more days 

before considering squash, melon or 

watermelon ready to pick.  

As you pick and clean beds, this is 

the time to plant for fall! Radishes,  

 

 
lettuce, kale and spinach should be in the ground now to 

harvest before the white stuff begins to fall. Radish seeds 

usually pop within days. The rest within ten days. And, if you 

wait until it is early frost, the results will be sweeter! Garlic is 

another crop to plant in the fall for spring/summer harvesting. 

Pull individual cloves from the bunch, plant them 5 inches 

deep, 6 inches apart in loose soil. Cover the bed with mulch to 

3 inches. You will see garlic pop in early spring. And here’s a 

hint – scapes are the solid tube that grows out of  a maturing 

garlic plant. Cut them as soon as you see them. Garlic bulbs 

will continue to grow as much as 50% larger! 

We enjoy our fall harvests especially 

butternut, acorn, spaghetti, buttercup, 

blue Hubbard and New England Pie 

pumpkins! 

Questions? Email Steve at 

stevefgrower@gmail.com – Enjoy this 

season and plant for next year!  

 

October will be about seed saving! Go 

District 10! 



To Hear more from Farmer Steve Finley- Click 
here to hear his Interview with Upper Michigan 

Today! 

https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/2026/08/31/upper-michigan-today-digs-into-gwinn-food-systems-end-of-summer-harvest/
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/2026/08/31/upper-michigan-today-digs-into-gwinn-food-systems-end-of-summer-harvest/


St. Ignace Lions Club 

Celebrates 90 years 

 

On August 28, 1936, the St Ignace Lions Club received their charter. 

The Sault Ste Marie Lions club sponsored the new club. A copy of 

the original charter was on display for all to view at the celebration. 

While there were no major domestic political, economic, or military 

events recorded for that date in the U.S. historical records; 1936 was 

the year the Baseball Hall of Fame was founded in Cooperstown, 

New York; the Summer Olympics were held in Berlin, Germany and 

Margaret Mitchell published her bestselling novel, “Gone with the 

Wind.” 

The St Ignace Lions Club celebrated their 

90 years of service on Monday August 24, 

2026. PDG Joe Maki, PDG Jim Svinicki, 

PDG Dan Perkins and PDG Gretchen 

Preston joined us. PID Jennifer Ware, Lion 

Jeff Ware, and current District Governor 

Gary Perala also honored the club with 

their attendance.  

(Sitting L to R - Wayne Burnett, Deb Perry, Tracy Movalson, Roberta Adams, Paula McNamara 
Standing L to R- Don Gustafason, Ed Davis, John Lipnitz, Elgie Dow, Connie Cullip, Rick Perry, Kathy Perry, DG 

Gary, Susan Justice, Tim Leeper and Wes Mauer.) 



 Gretchen Preston presented the club with a 

check for our birthday celebration. PID 

Jennifer Ware awarded St Ignace lions 

members with pins, as did DG Gary Perala. 

DG Gary Perala spoke about what the world 

was like in 1936 and how the Lions in St 

Ignace have served this community 

for 90 years. DG Gary stated: “A lot has changed in 90 years but one 

thing that hasn’t changed is when this community needed help, the 

Lions showed up!” He spoke about his theme this year “Service in 

Motion” and keeping the momentum going; continue to build your club 

and provide service to your community.  

DG Gary Perala and St Ignace Lions Club member 
Paula McNamara who received an official letter 
from our new International President Lyon 
congratulating her on 25 years as a Lion member.  
The Saint Ignace Lions club also inducted a new 

member, Tim Leeper. He hit the ground running  

(Sitting L to R- St Ignace Lions Club board members Connie Cullip, Secretary, Kathy Perry, President, Don Gustafson, 
Treasurer. Standing L to R-PDG Dan Perkins, PDG Joe Maki, DG GaryPerala, PDG Gretchen Preston, PID Jenny Ware 

with husband Jeff and PDG Jim Svinicki.) 

and was volunteering even before his induction!  

We enjoyed cake and punch and the fellowship of Lions from 

throughout the district. 

Welcome new Lion Tim, wishing you and the St. Ignace Lions many 

more years of service!                      

   -Connie Cullip, St.Ignace Lions Club 



💛  Going Gold: How UP Lions Clubs Rally 

for Childhood 

Cancer Awareness 
 

September is Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. It is a time 

when we "go gold" to honor our most precious resource—our 

children. The gold ribbon represents our deep honor and support 

for all the families navigating the difficult journey of childhood 

cancer. 

The Reality in the Upper Peninsula Childhood cancer hits 

close to home for us. The Upper Peninsula (UP) has a 

higher rate of children per capita diagnosed and treated 

than the Lower Peninsula. 

 

Because treating hospitals are often 300 to 500 miles away, 

the travel alone places a burden on local families often 

splitting families up for months. For the last six years, UP 

Lions Clubs have proudly stepped up to help fill the gap. 

Together, we provide vital grants for food, lodging, medical 

bills, insurance co-pays, and travel expenses—covering 

anything a family needs through all stages of their cancer 

journey so they can focus entirely on their child's health. 



Spotlighting Our Incredible UP Lions Clubs- 

 

This work is only possible because of the dedication of our 

local clubs. Over the years, our members have gone above and 

beyond: 

 

● Marquette Lions sponsored a 

 massive community can drive  

in 2020. 

 

 

 

● Gwinn Lions hosted dedicated 

 5K runs to raise funds and  

awareness. 

 

 

 

 

● St. Ignace Lions craft handmade stuffed animals to 

comfort children in treatment. 

 

● Ishpeming Lions took on an 

 enormous construction project  

to build a custom outdoor 

 playset for a local family in 

 Ishpeming 

 



Thank You, Lions! 

To every single club and individual lion that supports our 

cancer community through financial checks, volunteer hours, 

and the delivery of UP Lions Serve Survival Bags for families—

know that you are making a difference and giving a big hug to 

those families. 

Let’s keep the momentum going. Please continue to spread the 

word in your communities that the Lions are always here to 

help! 

 

Submitted by Lion Chris Smith 

● VNL Leo Club created personalized, homemade cards for 

families and organized community fundraiser round-ups at 

Culver's. 

● Super 8 Round-Ups: A special thank you to Lion Kurt for 

leading impactful donation drives. 

● Tour Da Yoop, eh: So many clubs and lions across the UP 

stepped up to sponsor hydration stations and support 

riders cycling for the cause- Bay De Noc, Gladstone, 

Stephenson, VNL, Keweenaw, Chassell, Marquette, 

Munising, Brimley St. Ignace and the Engadine-Naubinway 

Club. 

 Thank you, 

 DG Gary! 

● Bay de Noc Lions collected all that hair and sent it to support 

Maggie’s Wigs 4 Kids. 



D10 Lions Attend USA/Canadian 

Leadership Forum in Memphis- A Photo 

Montage!   





Blend Service into Your Travel 
 
Through Lions International’s service travel, Lions and Leos have 

the opportunity to serve with Lions clubs in different parts of the 

world — while being immersed in another culture and fostering 

global collaboration.  

 

How to get started:  

Service travel is a way for all Lions and Leos to further Lions 

International’s mission to encourage peace and international 

understanding. Any club can host Lions and Leos from other clubs, 

districts or even countries to take part in their service projects.  

 

 If you’re interested in getting involved, check out the Service 

Travel resource for tips on how to make the most of your 

experience — either as a host or as a traveler.  

 

Service travel projects:  

The following are examples of Lions clubs that have welcomed 

traveling Lions and Leos to participate in their service projects. 

Some opportunities may still be available. See below or click 

here. 

 
 
 

https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_gTnI5SZF6C701wQ7.jpg.pdf?v=1
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_gTnI5SZF6C701wQ7.jpg.pdf?v=1
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/service/programs/service-travel?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=DIG_EN_DistrictLeaderDigestSeptember_2026_4447527793&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=8c9cfaed565e456e9fcfe97a74efa57f&elq=8feac0d737494660b21f09
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/service/programs/service-travel?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=DIG_EN_DistrictLeaderDigestSeptember_2026_4447527793&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=8c9cfaed565e456e9fcfe97a74efa57f&elq=8feac0d737494660b21f09









